
  
 

 
 
 
 

Press Release 
 

Americans Against Gun Violence Responds to Mass Shooting at 
Nashville “Waffle House” Restaurant 

 
Sacramento, California, April 24, 2018: Americans Against Gun Violence extends 
heartfelt sympathy to the families, friends, and colleagues of the four young people who 
were killed in the mass shooting on Sunday, April 22, at the “Waffle House” restaurant in 
Nashville, Tennessee. We also extend our sincere wishes for a prompt and complete 
recovery to the other two young people who were seriously wounded in the shooting. We 
applaud the bravery of the unarmed bystander, James Shaw, who was also injured as he 
wrestled the shooter’s assault rifle way from him.  
 
Mr. Shaw’s courageous act demonstrates the untruthfulness of the gun lobby’s claim that 
“The only way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.” This is not the first 
time that an unarmed bystander has stopped a mass shooting in progress. In a study of 
160 active shooter incidents between 2000 and 2013, the FBI found 21 cases in which 
unarmed bystanders disabled the shooter and only one case in which an armed civilian 
other than a paid security guard or off-duty police officer stopped the shooting.1 
 
The alleged shooter in the Nashville killings, 29 year old Travis Reinking, had reportedly 
demonstrated signs of serious mental illness on multiple occasions.2 The AR-15 style 
assault rifle that he used in the mass shooting had at one point been taken away from him 
by law enforcement officers and given to his father for “safe-keeping.”3 His father 
reportedly gave the rifle back to Reinking at some point prior to the Nashville shooting. At 
the time of this writing, it is unclear if any state or federal law was broken in the transfer of 
the assault rifle back from father to son.4  
 
The fact that Travis Reinking was able to ever obtain an assault rifle demonstrates what 
the late Senator Thomas Dodd (D-Connecticut) described in 1968 as "the ridiculous ease" 
with which almost anyone in the United States can get almost any kind of gun.5 Although 
mental illness was probably a factor in the Nashville mass shooting, it is not the main 
reason for the extraordinarily high rates of gun violence in the United States. The rate of 
mental illness in the United States is comparable to the rates in other high income 
democratic countries of the world,6 but the rate of gun homicide in the USA is 25 times 
higher than the average rate in those other democratic countries,7 and the USA is the only 
high income democratic country in the world in which mass shootings occur on a regular 
basis.8    
 
It is the position of Americans Against Gun Violence that there is no legitimate civilian use 
for high powered semi-automatic rifles of the kind used by Travis Reinking and numerous 
others to commit mass shootings in recent years. We believe that the United States 
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should follow the example of Australia and move rapidly to ban all civilian ownership of 
such weapons.9 We further believe that the United States should heed the advice of 
Senator Thomas Dodd who said in June of 1968:  
 

“Pious condolences will no longer suffice….Quarter measures and half measures 
will no longer suffice….The time has now come that we must adopt stringent gun 
control legislation comparable to the legislation in force in virtually every civilized 
country of the world.*”10  

 
Such gun control legislation includes stringent restriction, if not complete bans, on civilian 
ownership of handguns and all automatic and semi-automatic rifles.11 Such gun control 
legislation also requires placing the burden on anyone seeking to obtain a gun to show 
good reason why he or she needs one rather than placing the burden on society to prove 
that he or she should not have one. 
 
*The final sentence in this quotation is the prompt for the Americans Against Gun Violence National High 
School Essay Contest. 
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