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Press Release
Americans Against Gun Violence Responds to Virginia Beach
Mass Shooting
Sacramento California, June 2, 2019: Americans Against Gun Violence
extends heartfelt sympathy to the families, friends, and coworkers of the 12
people who were killed in the mass shooting in the Municipal Center in
Virginia Beach on Friday, May 31. We also extend our sympathy and
wishes for a prompt and complete recovery to the other victims who
suffered non-fatal wounds in the attack.
An NPR reporter who lives in Virginia Beach, Sara McCammon,
commented on the PBS News Hour that people were reacting to the
shooting “in sadly predictable ways.” A prayer vigil was held for the victims.
Flags were flown at half staff. President Trump tweeted, “God bless the
families and all.” But a local carnival went on as planned. 1 Speaking at a
press release, Virginia Beach Police Chief James Cervera credited the
rapid response and bravery of his officers for preventing more people from
being killed and wounded, but he was reported to be “at a loss” to provide
any suggestions concerning how the shooting might have been prevented
in the first place.2
Initial reports indicate that the shooter, who was killed by police, was an
employee at the Municipal Center. He reportedly used two semi-automatic
handguns in the attack, both of which he had purchased legally. Semiautomatic handguns are the most commonly used firearm in mass
shootings in the United States, and most mass shooters purchase their
weapons legally.3 Handguns are also the most commonly used firearm in
other gun homicides and in gun suicides.4 Owning or carrying a handgun
provides no net protective value for honest, law-abiding people.5
The United States is the only high income democratic country in the world
in which mass shootings occur on a regular basis.6 Our rate of gun
homicide is 25 times higher than the average gun homicide rate in the
other economically advanced democratic countries of the world. 7 The
reason for our extraordinarily high rate of gun violence is obvious. Our gun
control laws are extraordinarily lax as compared with the laws in other high
income democratic countries, 8 and our rate of civilian gun ownership is

extraordinarily high.9
In 1968, the late Senator Thomas Dodd of Connecticut stated:
Pious condolences will no longer suffice….Quarter measures and
half measures will no longer suffice…The time has now come that
we must adopt stringent gun control legislation comparable to the
legislation in force in virtually every civilized country in the world. 10
We have not heeded Senator Dodd’s advice, and as a result, over the past
50 years, more US civilians have died of gunshot wounds than all the US
soldiers killed in all the wars in which our country has ever been involved. 11
It is the position of Americans Against Gun Violence that the United States
should adopt a complete ban on civilian ownership of all handguns and all
automatic and semi-automatic rifles. In order to ban handguns, we must
first overturn the rogue 2008 Heller decision12 in which a narrow 5-4
majority of the Supreme Court reversed over two centuries of legal
precedent, including four prior Supreme Court decisions,13 in ruling that the
Second Amendment conferred an individual right to keep a handgun in the
home. Until we adopt stringent gun control regulations comparable to
regulations in other high income democratic countries, we should not ask
ourselves why mass shootings continue to occur on a regular basis in our
country, but rather why we fail to take the obvious steps necessary to
prevent them.
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