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GUN VIOLENCE

A Second Fatal DHS Shooting in Minneapolis
An Update from the President of Americans Against Gun Violence

January 27, 2026

On January 24, 2026, a little more than two weeks after a Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) ICE agent shot and killed 37 year-old Renee Good in
Minneapolis, DHS Border Patrol officers shot and killed 37 year-old Alex Pretti.
Like Renee Good, Alex Pretti was a U.S. citizen who was attempting to protect
fellow Minneapolis residents at the scene of an ICE raid when he was shot and
killed by Border Patrol officers. And as they did in the case of the killing of Renee
Good, Trump administration officials reacted immediately to the killing of Alex
Pretti by vilifying him' and claiming that the Border Patrol officers who killed him
were acting in self-defense.?

Just like case of the Renee Good killing, though, the cell phone videos and eye
witness accounts that are already publicly available clearly demonstrate that the
Trump administration is lying. Moreover, the videos of the killing of Alex Pretti, like
the videos of the killing of Renee Good about a mile away on January 7, 2026, and
like the videos of the killing of George Floyd about another mile away on May 25,
2020, are sickening and damning. Pretti was forcibly restrained by multiple Border
Patrol officers and entirely defenseless when they shot him approximately 10
times.?

Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin was convicted of murder by a Minnesota
state jury for killing George Floyd by kneeling on his neck for nine minutes while
Floyd was pinned to the ground.* He was also prosecuted by the federal
government for violating George Floyd’s constitutional right to be free from the use
of excessive force by federal agents.® So far, Jonathon Ross, the ICE agent who
shot and killed Renee Good as she was trying to drive her SUV away from him,
hasn’t been charged with any state or federal crime; and the identities of the
Border Patrol officers who repeatedly shot Alex Pretti haven’t yet been released.®



Alex Pretti was an ICU nurse who worked at the Minneapolis Veterans
Administration Hospital. His parents described him as “a kindhearted soul who
cared deeply for his family and friends and also the American veterans whom he
cared for....”” A senior physician at the VA hospital described Pretti as “a good,
kind person who lived to help.”

Pretti was reported by Trump administration officials to have had a handgun in his
possession at the time that he was accosted and wrestled to the ground by ICE
agents. Pretti’s family said he had a license to carry a concealed handgun in
Minnesota.? Border Patrol commander Gregory Bovino claimed that the fact that
Pretti was carrying a handgun demonstrated that he “wanted to do maximum
damage and massacre law enforcement.”® An analysis by CNN and the New York
Times of the multiple cell phone videos of the incident that are currently available,
though, didn’t find any evidence that Pretti ever brandished his handgun or
physically threatened Border Patrol officers in any other way.'® On the contrary,
the first time that Border Patrol officers became aware that he had a handgun
tucked into his trousers appears to have been after they had already pinned him to
the ground. Cell phone videos also show that one officer had already taken the
gun away from Pretti prior to the other officers shooting him."

The fact that the Trump administration is using the allegation that Pretti was
carrying a handgun as an excuse for Border Patrol officers to shoot and kill him,
combined with the fact that Pretti was never even able draw his gun to protect
himself, emphasizes the point that | made in my earlier Americans Against Gun
Violence president’s message concerning the killing of Renee Good that carrying a
gun is not going to protect you against a tyrannical government.'?> On the contrary,
agents of the tyrannical government may use your gun as an excuse to Kill you.

| concluded my previous rather lengthy message about the killing of Renee Good
with a number of specific “action items”'3 that | suggested that we all take in order
to not only stop the Trump administration’s use of ICE raids as a means of
punishing Trump’s political opponents, but to stop other aspects of Trump’s fascist
agenda. | won’t repeat all those suggestions in this update, but they basically boil
down to communicating our outrage to our elected officials and to remaining
engaged in public protests and other pro-active efforts to protect immigrant
communities. Also, keep your cell phone — not a gun — with you at all times, well-
charged and with plenty of available memory.

There is a tiny bit of good news coming out of Minneapolis to suggest that public
outrage is having an effect. It's been announced that some DHS agents will be



leaving Minnesota “imminently.”'* It's obviously not enough, though, to just get ICE
and Border Patrol agents out of Minnesota. We need to completely dismantle what
has been aptly described as “Trump’s Gestapo” and to re-establish the rule of law

and adherence to constitutional and moral principles in every aspect of our federal
government.

| believe that the quotation that | ended my previous message about the Renee
Good killing with is worth repeating. Senator Robert F. Kennedy, who was
assassinated in 1968, delivered a speech in Capetown, South Africa in June of
1966 in which he said:

Each time a [person] stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of
others, or strikes out against injustice, [that person] sends forth a tiny ripple
of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of energy
and daring, those ripples build a current which can sweep down the
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.®

Thanks for your support of Americans Against Gun Violence. And thanks for
continuing to create “ripples.”

Sincerely,
Bill Durston, M.D.
President, Americans Against Gun Violence
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